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5 February’s photo
challenge
Short-eared Owl is a classic
midwinter target — we look
forward to seeing lots of entries!

5 !\nd the winner
is ...

December’s Shore Lark challenge
attracted some great images —
see the winning shot.

5 European asset
This photographic

guide to Europe’s birds is

comprehensive and authoritative.

5 Raptor watch
Everything you ever
wanted to know about Eurasian

Hobby.

Reproduced from the
February 2022 issue
(356: 48-49)

52A good primer
for Hong Kong
This fully updated second edition
provides an introduction to the

279 bird species most likely to
be seen in Hong Kong.

5 What’s new in
the Bookshop?
This month get some great offers
on a selection of books to help

with your #LocalBigYear.
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Remake, remodel

Assessing Vortex’s updates, Mike Alibone takes a look through the

company’s recently upgraded, entry-level telescope.

REVIEW

Vortex Diamondback 16-48x65 HD telescope

WITH price, performance and
ergonomics in mind, American-
based optics manufacturer
Vortex has completely
redesigned its entry-level
Diamondback telescopes to
match the look of its Viper HD
and Razor HD ranges. Aside
from the obvious aesthetic
differences, the two models, 16-
48x65 and 20-60x85, have been
optically upgraded to include HD
glass and larger objective lenses
to improve image clarity and
brightness.

Out of the impressively
sumptuous box, the 65-mm
model bears all the hallmarks
of a perfectly crafted, robust
and well-protected piece of kit.

A new aluminium chassis is
wrapped in dark spruce rubber,
more smoothly textured on the
upper side of the body, the latter
bisected by a swish length of
raised and grizzled whirling arcs,
culminating in a ‘rocket head’
that bears the Vortex logo.

The focusing wheel is of a
single, helical format, closely set
into, and flush with, the chassis.
Although initially appearing to
be a little stiff, | found it turned
smoothly, its finely ribbed black
rubber covering, combined with
its overall broadness, offering
plenty of grip and making it easy
to operate.

Immediately adjacent to this
is the rotating tripod mount,
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Eyecup click-locks in three
positions above base

Lenses constructed
from HD glass

Aluminium body protected by
smooth textured rubber

which has eight equidistant
click-lock positions. One key
feature of the mount is an Arca-
Swiss foot and this is now the
same for all of Vortex’s scopes,
including the Razor HD and
Viper HD. Bizarrely, the company
appears to have omitted flagging
up this very useful feature —
designed to increase stability
and to help adjust balance - in
its specification and sales

literature.

A narrow black ring bearing
the model number separates
the matching rubber-covered,
lightweight objective lens
hood, referred to by Vortex
as a ‘sunshade’. It is, of
course, much more than that
as it offers considerable
protection from the elements
in inclement conditions. Sliding
it out smoothly and easily, |

Tripod mount features
Arca-Swiss foot

discovered when fully extended
it provides the objective lens
with a seriously impressive 65-
mm protective recess, which is
considerably more than in many
top-tier models.

Another neat inclusion in the
lens hood is the recessed ring
in the rubber armour, which
allows the loop of the tethered
lens cover to sit tightly within it
so that it does not accidentally
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slip off or become detached in
the field through snagging. Full
marks to Vortex for adopting
this simple design initiative,

as most optics manufacturers
simply offer slide-on rubber ring
tethers on their binoculars and
telescopes, keeping their fingers
crossed they won't fall off.
Unfortunately, although perhaps
a minor detail, the lens cover
clips soundly into the body of the
scope, rather than into the hood,
so doesn’t stay put when the
latter is extended.

At the business end of the
scope, the new zoom eyepiece
screws into the body and is
locked by tightening a milled ring
at the interface. The new design
delivers an increase of up to
20% in the field of view, as well
as magnifications of 16-48x on
the 65-mm model and 20-60x
on the 85 mm. | found the zoom
operates smoothly, rotating easily
via a grippy milled rubber ring.

The eyecup, with its squared-
off soft rubber covering, twists
out to click-lock in three
positions above the base setting.
Like the objective lens hood, the
latter also neatly incorporates
its own recessed ring to prevent
accidental detachment and loss
of the tethered lens cover.

The visible field of view is
dependent on a combination
of eyecup extension and
maghnification. This may vary
between users, but to give
examples of extremes, | was
able to see the full field at the
lowest magnification, irrespective
of eyecup positioning, but could
only see the complete field at
the highest magnification setting
when the eyecup was in either
position one or fully retracted.

The image remains sharp
and bright across the full
maghnification range, extending
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almost to the very edges of the
field of view, where there was
some detectable curvature of
field. | was pleased to see an
accurate portrayal of natural
colours, from pale straw through
to the darkest conifer-green,
against an overall ‘warm’ colour
rendition.

There was, however, a notable
degree of chromatic aberration.
This was particularly evident
when viewing dark birds, such
as Eurasian Coots, against a
brightly lit aquatic background,
although it was far less obvious
across darker backgrounds or in
situations where the background
setting comprised a range of
colours and textures, such as
woodland.

At £449, the new 65 mm
Diamondback would appear
to represent a good-value first
telescope for birders looking
for that extra reach beyond
binoculars but the caveat ‘try
before you buy’ applies, as ever
when purchasing new optics.

The scope is supplied with a
neoprene stay-on case, as well
as the protective rubber lens
covers.

Further info

M Price: £449

B Maghification: 16-48x

M Size: 362 mm

B Weight: 1,415 g

M Field of view: 46-24 m at
1,000 m

M Light transmission: not available

M Close focus: 5 m

M Gas-filled: yes

B Waterproof: yes

M Guarantee: unlimited lifetime

Image remains sharp and bright
across full magnification range
aAccurate and natural colour
rendition
a Notable degree of chromatic
aberration

Built for comfort

Hanwag Banks Low Lady
GTX hiking shoe

I’VE always subscribed to the
idea that a new
pair of walking
shoes needs
to be ‘broken
in’, that the
first couple

of hikes
should be
short ones so
as not to risk
blisters. Turns
out | was wrong. Right from

first pulling on this new low-cut
addition to the Banks range from
German hiking and mountain
boot manufacturer Hanwag, it
was supremely comfortable.

The fit was spot on, providing
the right balance between
support and room for my foot.
The tongue seemed odd at
first — it’s fully attached along
the inside of the shoe, but
with a ‘flap” on the outside
edge. | thought this would
prove uncomfortable and get
in the way. But it is actually a
Hanwag innovation — the ‘Futura
tongue’ — which prevents the
tongue from moving around
when wearing the shoe, thereby
increasing comfort.

The thick sole, with a PU
foam wedge and soft heel
reinforcement, offers excellent
cushioning. The deep tread is

super grippy, which was very

handy on my incredibly wet
and muddy walk around
Walthamstow Marshes
on New Year's Day
(my first

#LocalBigYear birding outing

of the year!). The Gore-tex
membrane ensured that my feet
stayed warm and dry, too.

The Banks Low Lady GTX
comes in two colourways:
navy/asphalt (pictured) and
asphalt/ocean. The model is
also available in men’s sizes, in
asphalt/black and mocca/black.

| do all my birding by foot or
bike, so good shoes are a must,
and I’'m impressed with these
ones. They're sturdy, comfortable
and appear to be both well
made and hard wearing. They’re
also light enough to cycle in.

In fact, it's almost like hiking in
slippers, if slippers were also
really supportive and waterproof.
I’'m sure they’ll accompany me
on many more birding trips for
several years to come. Rebecca
Armstrong

Price: €190 ¢ Weight: 720 g/pair (size 5) ¢ Sizes: 3.5-9
% (women), 6-14 (men) e Colours: navy/asphalt, asphalt/ocean,

(women), asphalt/black, mocca/black, (men) e Contact: www.

hanwag.com/eu/en-gb/women/hiking/banks-low-lady-gtx.
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